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a hundred miles. The cossack companies fell back, making
a& orderly withdrawal across the river to previously pre-.
pared positions. All the means of crossing were in their
hands, but the bridge at Vieshenska was nearly captured by
the Reds, The cossacks, who had previously laid straw
-ground it and saturated the wooden planking with paraffin,
were about to set fire to the bridge when a despatch-rider
galloped up with the news that one of the companies of the
37th regiment was marching down to Vieshenska to cross
the river there. The belated company tore up to the bridge
just as the Red infantry was entering the village. Under a
hail of machine gun fire they succeeded in galloping across
the bridge and setting fire to it behind them ; but they lost
a good dozen men killed and wounded, and an equal number
of horses.
The regiments of the 22nd and 23rd divisions of the ninth
Red Army held the villages they had occupied on the left
giank of the Don until the end of September. The Reds and
me Whites were divided by a river which at that season had
a maximum width ot not more than five hundred feet, while
in places it was not two hundred feet. The Reds took no
active steps to cross the river: here and there they
attempted to ford it, but were beaten back. Along all this
sector vigorous exchanges of artillery fire and rifle-shots
went on for a fortnight. The cossacks occupied heights which
commanded both banks, raking the enemy concentrations
at the approaches to the Don, and not allowing them to
come near the bank during the daytime. But as the cossack
^mpanies holding this sector consisted of very secondary
formations, (old men, and youngsters from 17 to 19) they
too made no attempt to cross the Don and start an offensive
on the left bank.
When they retired to the right bank the cossacks expec-
ted the villages occupied by the Reds to go up in flames.
But to their great astonishment not the tiniest spiral of
smoke arose from the left bank, and villagers who crossed
the river at night reported that the Reds were not con-
fiscating the cossacks' property, and were paying munifi-
cently with Soviet money for all food requisitioned, even
for water-melons and milk. This news caused great confu-
sion and perplexity among the cossacks. For they had felt
that after their rising the Reds would certainly burn